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https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.20815042 
 

 
Annotation. This article examines the concept of syntactic structures, their linguistic essence, 

classification, and the major approaches to their study in global linguistics. Syntax occupies a central 
position in linguistic theory because it explains how words combine to form meaningful phrases, 
clauses, and sentences. The paper reviews traditional, structural, generative, functional, and cognitive 
approaches to syntax and analyzes their contributions to modern linguistic research. Particular 
attention is paid to the classification of syntactic structures, including simple, compound, complex, 
and mixed constructions. The article also discusses the role of syntactic analysis in contemporary 
fields such as corpus linguistics, computational linguistics, discourse studies, and language teaching. 
Through a comparative examination of linguistic traditions, the study demonstrates how syntactic 
structures remain a crucial area of investigation in understanding language organization and 
communication. 

Keywords: syntax, syntactic structures, sentence structure, generative grammar, structural 
linguistics, cognitive linguistics, functional grammar, linguistic theory. 
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СИНТАКСИЧЕСКИЕ СТРУКТУРЫ: СУЩНОСТЬ, ТИПЫ И ИССЛЕДОВАНИЯ В 
МИРОВОЙ ЛИНГВИСТИКЕ 

 
Аннотация. В данной статье рассматривается понятие синтаксических структур, их 

лингвистическая сущность, классификация и основные подходы к их изучению в мировой 
лингвистике. Синтаксис занимает центральное место в лингвистической теории, поскольку 
объясняет, каким образом слова объединяются в осмысленные словосочетания, предложения 
и сложные синтаксические конструкции. В работе анализируются традиционный, 
структурный, генеративный, функциональный и когнитивный подходы к изучению 
синтаксиса, а также их вклад в развитие современной лингвистической науки. Особое 
внимание уделяется классификации синтаксических структур, включая простые, 
сложносочинённые, сложноподчинённые и смешанные конструкции. Кроме того, 
рассматривается роль синтаксического анализа в таких современных направлениях, как 
корпусная лингвистика, компьютерная лингвистика, дискурс-анализ и методика преподавания 
языков. На основе сравнительного анализа различных лингвистических традиций показано, 
что синтаксические структуры остаются важнейшим объектом исследования для понимания 
организации языка и процессов коммуникации. 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.20815042
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SINTAKTIK TUZILMALAR: MOHIYATI, TURLARI VA JAHON 
TILSHUNOSLIGIDAGI TADQIQOTLAR 

 
Annotatsiya. Mazkur maqolada sintaktik tuzilmalar tushunchasi, ularning lingvistik 

mohiyati, tasnifi hamda jahon tilshunosligida o‘rganilishining asosiy yondashuvlari ko‘rib chiqiladi. 
Sintaksis lingvistik nazariyada markaziy o‘rin egallaydi, chunki u so‘zlarning qanday qilib mazmunli 
so‘z birikmalari, gaplar va murakkab sintaktik konstruksiyalarga birlashishini izohlaydi. Tadqiqotda 
sintaksisni o‘rganishning an’anaviy, struktur, generativ, funksional va kognitiv yondashuvlari hamda 
ularning zamonaviy tilshunoslik taraqqiyotiga qo‘shgan hissasi tahlil qilinadi. Alohida e’tibor 
sintaktik tuzilmalar tasnifiga, jumladan, sodda, qo‘shma, ergash gapli va aralash konstruksiyalarga 
qaratilgan. Shuningdek, sintaktik tahlilning korpus lingvistikasi, kompyuter lingvistikasi, diskurs 
tahlili va til o‘qitish metodikasi kabi zamonaviy yo‘nalishlardagi o‘rni yoritiladi. Turli lingvistik 
an’analarni qiyosiy tahlil qilish asosida sintaktik tuzilmalar tilning tashkil topishi va kommunikatsiya 
jarayonlarini tushunishda muhim tadqiqot obyekti bo‘lib qolayotgani ko‘rsatib beriladi. 

Kalit so‘zlar: sintaksis, sintaktik tuzilmalar, gap tuzilishi, generativ grammatika, struktur 
tilshunoslik, kognitiv tilshunoslik, funksional grammatika, lingvistik nazariya. 

              
Language is the most sophisticated means of human communication. It allows individuals to 

convey ideas, emotions, intentions, and knowledge through structured systems of sounds, symbols, 
and grammatical patterns. Among the different branches of linguistics, syntax occupies a special 
position because it studies how linguistic elements combine to create meaningful utterances. The term 
“syntax” originates from the Greek word syntaxis, meaning “arrangement” or “ordering.” Syntax 
investigates the rules governing the combination of words into phrases, clauses, and sentences. These 
combinations, known as syntactic structures, form the backbone of communication. Without syntactic 
organization, language would consist merely of isolated words lacking coherent meaning. The 
significance of syntactic structures extends beyond theoretical linguistics. They play a vital role in 
language acquisition, translation studies, computational linguistics, natural language processing, 
discourse analysis, and language education. Consequently, syntax has become one of the most 
extensively researched domains within modern linguistics. 

Throughout history, scholars have proposed different approaches to syntactic analysis. 
Traditional grammar focused primarily on sentence parts and grammatical categories. Structural 
linguistics emphasized formal relationships among linguistic units. Generative linguistics introduced 
the concept of underlying structures and transformational rules. Functional and cognitive linguistics 
shifted attention toward meaning, communication, and mental processes. 

The present study aims to explore the essence of syntactic structures, classify their major 
types, and examine how they have been investigated in world linguistics. 
A syntactic structure is an organized arrangement of linguistic units that forms a meaningful 
grammatical construction. These units may include words, phrases, clauses, and sentences. The 
primary function of syntax is to establish relationships among linguistic elements. 
For example: 

 The student reads a book. 
 A book reads the student. 

Both sentences contain the same lexical items; however, their syntactic organization differs, resulting 
in different meanings. 
Syntactic structures exhibit several key characteristics: 
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1. Hierarchical organization 
2. Grammatical relationships 
3. Semantic coherence 
4. Communicative functionality 
5. Rule-governed formation 

These characteristics demonstrate that syntax is not merely about word order but also about the 
relationships among linguistic elements. 
The study of syntax has a long history extending from ancient grammatical traditions to 
contemporary linguistic theories. 
Table 1. Historical Development of Syntactic Research 
Period Major Representatives Main Contributions 
Ancient Period Aristotle, Panini Early grammatical classifications 
Medieval Period Scholastic Grammarians Universal grammar concepts 
Structuralism Ferdinand de Saussure, Bloomfield Structural analysis of language 
Generative Linguistics Noam Chomsky Transformational grammar 
Functional Linguistics Michael Halliday Language as social communication 
Cognitive Linguistics Langacker, Lakoff Mental representation of syntax 

 
Syntactic structures can be classified according to their complexity and organizational 

principles. 
Phrase Structures 
A phrase is a group of words functioning as a single unit. 
Examples: 

 noun phrase (NP): the talented student 
 verb phrase (VP): is reading carefully 
 adjective phrase (AdjP): very intelligent 
 adverb phrase (AdvP): quite slowly 

Diagram 1. Phrase Structure 
        NP 
      /    \ 
    Det    N 
   the   student 
Phrase structures are fundamental components of sentence formation. 
Clause Structures 
A clause contains a subject and a predicate. 
Examples: 

 She studies. 
 They arrived yesterday. 

Clauses may be: 
 Independent 
 Dependent 
 Relative 
 Adverbial 
 Complement clauses 

Table 2. Classification of Sentence Structures 
Type Clauses Example 
Simple 1 independent She writes. 
Compound 2+ independent She writes and he reads. 
Complex Independent + dependent She writes because she enjoys it. 
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Compound-
complex 

Multiple clause 
combinations 

She writes, and he reads because they study 
literature. 

 
Structural linguistics emerged during the early twentieth century and emphasized language as 

a system of interconnected elements. 
Ferdinand de Saussure introduced the distinction between: 

 Langue (language system) 
 Parole (language use) 
Structuralists viewed syntactic structures as patterns that could be described objectively through 

distributional analysis. Leonard Bloomfield further developed structural methods by emphasizing 
observable linguistic forms rather than psychological interpretations. 
Structural syntax contributed significantly to linguistic methodology by establishing rigorous 
descriptive procedures. 
Cognitive linguistics emerged in the late twentieth century as a response to purely formal approaches. 
Major scholars include: 

 Ronald Langacker 
 George Lakoff 
 Leonard Talmy 

Cognitive linguists argue that syntactic structures reflect conceptual organization and mental 
processes. 
For example, sentence constructions often reveal how speakers perceive events, participants, and 
relationships. 
The cognitive approach emphasizes: 

 Meaning construction 
 Conceptualization 
 Categorization 
 Embodied cognition 
Thus, syntax is viewed as an integral component of human cognition rather than an autonomous 

system. 
Recent developments indicate several important research directions: 

1. Corpus-based syntax 
2. Cognitive syntax 
3. Construction grammar 
4. Computational parsing 
5. Artificial intelligence and language modeling 
6. Multimodal discourse analysis 
7. Cross-linguistic syntactic comparison 

Researchers increasingly combine qualitative and quantitative methods to investigate syntactic 
phenomena. These trends reflect the interdisciplinary nature of contemporary linguistic inquiry. 

Syntactic structures constitute one of the most fundamental aspects of human language. They 
provide the organizational framework through which words combine into meaningful phrases, 
clauses, and sentences. The study of syntax has evolved from traditional grammatical descriptions to 
sophisticated theoretical models encompassing structural, generative, functional, and cognitive 
perspectives. 
The classification of syntactic structures into phrases, clauses, and sentence types enables linguists to 
describe language systematically. Structural linguistics contributed methodological rigor, while 
generative grammar introduced explanatory theories regarding linguistic competence and universal 
grammar. Functional and cognitive approaches expanded syntactic research by emphasizing 
communication, meaning, and mental representation. Modern linguistic scholarship increasingly 
recognizes syntax as an interdisciplinary field connected with psychology, neuroscience, artificial 
intelligence, translation studies, and language education. Advances in corpus linguistics and 
computational technologies continue to create new opportunities for syntactic investigation. 
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Therefore, syntactic structures remain a central topic in global linguistics, contributing not 
only to theoretical understanding but also to practical applications in communication, education, and 
technology. Future research is likely to deepen our understanding of how syntactic systems reflect 
both universal cognitive capacities and language-specific patterns. 
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